
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, August 3, 2017  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati, Albert A. Natelli, Jr. 
and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Town Engineer Annette 
Turnquist. 
Absent/Excused:   Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo 
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Romano made a motion, seconded by Chairman Fasulo, to accept the minutes of 
the June 1, 2017 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried with one abstention (Galati). 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  
1. Dawn Miceli, 100 Thunderbird Drive.  Mrs. Miceli reported that White Christmas in the 
Community will be held on Friday, December 1st.  This is the combined event for downtown 
Southington and downtown Plantsville.  Last year luminaries were used to light up the linear trail 
but the weather was wet which made them soggy and offered very little light.  Last year also had 
three village scenes like the ones you can buy for your home.  Despite the weather, the event was 
popular and the committee wished to expand it this year.  Hay rides were very popular last year 
and they may try to include a third hay ride this year (had two last year). 
 
Mrs. Miceli contacted Milt Nealy, the welder who created the lighted displays for Hubbard Park 
in Meriden.  Funds were raised to purchase three displays: a 7 ft. moose, a 6 ft. bear and a 5 ft. 
diameter apple at a cost of about $10,000.  The town has received the items and they are being 
held in safe keeping.  They will be put up on the night of December 1st and then taken down.  
Mrs. Miceli asked the town manager for permission to have public works put them on the town 
greens after the White Christmas event.  White Christmas in the Community will purchase 
insurance for the items.  The Town of Southington will not be responsible. 
 
In response to a question, last year Parks crews removed the bollards on the trail.  The group also 
is requesting use of the mobile stage downtown.  The Village of Plantsville would also like to 
have a tree lighting ceremony.  She suggested that there be two winners to press the button, one 
for Southington and one for Plantsville – at different times.  5:30 p.m. for Plantsville and 6:30 
p.m. for Southington instead of the 6:00 p.m. time used in the past. 
 
Chairman applauded Mrs. Miceli’s efforts in fund raising and all the work involved.  It is really 
appreciated.  Mrs. Miceli noted that she was told that the lighted displays never need 



8/3/17 Park & Rec Board; page 2 

 

maintenance.  They are enhanced with LED lighting.  As was done last year, they will use 
generators on the trail.  A professional electrician will handle.  In response to a question from the 
Town Engineer, two of the displays would end up on the Southington Green and one in 
Plantsville.  A flower lighted display was included with the order free of charge. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Mr. Lapreay gave the following report: 
 
Summer Programs are ending.  Camp RISE for special needs kids came to an end last Thursday.  
It ran for four weeks.  Mr. Lapreay received great response from the parents; the kids enjoyed it.  
There were about 17 in the program.  The grades 2 to 5 group didn’t pan out as good as hoped 
with number of registrants so it was opened to the older kids as well.  The counselors were 
professional and did a great job.  He will look at ways to possibly improve the program next 
year.  Playground Camp at Rec Park closes tomorrow.  Had some sessions with a little under 120 
kids but mostly they were full.  Mens and Womens Softball adult leagues are in playoffs this 
week.  No real issues with alcohol.  Next year Mr. Lapreay will send an email out again; if teams 
are caught they may suspend the whole team for a year.  Fall league will probably open mid-
September. 
 
Tennis Camp session 4 is next week for two more weeks.  Have had a good turnout.  Kids 
Entertainment Series has three weeks left.  No issues.  Probably have 100 kids a night.  This 
week started a Track and Field Camp run by Skyhawks.  About 10 kids are enrolled.  Sand 
Volleyball Camp starts next week for one week with 13 individuals.  Starting August 29 will be a 
Field Hockey Clinic for grades 3-5 and 6-8.  They bring their own sticks.  It will be held at 
Panthorn Park.   
 
Now he and Julia will start working on booking space in the schools for the fall programs. 
 
Field Lighting at Western Little League.  As reported at the last meeting, they were going to let 
Mr. Lapreay know.  The league declined to move forward as they felt the price was too high.  
The money is still there.  He has spoken to North Baseball League about Massarelli Field.  They 
are waiting for their new board to bring it up. 
 
Music on the Green.  Mr. Lapreay said obviously it has been a great year.  There are six weeks 
left.  He explained what occurred last night and why the concert was cancelled late due to the 
continuing rain.  The Taste of Southington was going forward so they were hoping the concert 
would be able to go forward as well.  Because the decision was made to go with the show, 
payment had to be made to the band.  Normally the decision is made by 2:00 p.m. and then if 
cancelled, it is postponed to the next night.  This band will not be rescheduled.  Mr. Lapreay said 
he felt bad for the sponsors but this sometimes happens.  We did have one concert that was 
rained out both Wednesday and Thursday nights and that one was added to September; it will be 
the last concert of the season. 
 
Budget.  Mr. Lapreay said league subsidies usually go out in July but he is holding off due to the 
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uncertain state budget.  He notified the leagues of the situation.  Hopefully we will know more in 
the next several weeks. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner Natelli to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT OF PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. Turnquist handed out an outline of her report.  The splash pad at Memorial Park has had 
some issues.  Waterplay, the company that supplied the splash pad, is from Canada.  Custom 
Aquatics in Cheshire will address warranty issues.  With the heavy rains yesterday, it washed all 
kinds of dirt and debris into the mechanism. The Parks guys worked hard and did a great job 
cleaning it out.  She was impressed with how well they cleaned it.  It is closed now but might 
open tomorrow. 
 
Drive-In:  An ultrasonic level switch was installed to replace the floats.  The water treatment 
plant installed and calibrated the water level.  This should take care of recent issues.   
 
Recreation Park: Need to replace doors at the pool house.  Ricci’s Home Improvement was the 
low bid.  We just need to find time to have it done due to the pools being open and programs 
there.  Tree trimming in the lower grove area was done.  Assisted the midget football league with 
the goal posts. 
 
Panthorn Park:  The surface under the playground swing set needs some replacement.  A quote 
was received for the repair. 
 
Trail:  Rotted boards on the bridges were replaced. 
 
General Maintenance:  Field mowing, line striping, pools, open spaces, etc. 
 
Town Green:  A crab apple tree will be taken down tomorrow.  Evergreen is quoting a 
replacement.  Commissioner Natelli asked about the possibility of replacing it with an apple tree 
instead.  No one was sure an apple tree was feasible.  Mrs. Turnquist will ask Evergreen.  In a 
week or two dead branches will be removed and cleared to make it safe. 
 
Commissioner Natelli made a motion if not a huge cost and feasible, replace the crab apple tree 
on the Town Green with an apple tree, based on the recommendation of Evergreen.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the Report from the Parks Department.  
Seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
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Grills at Drive-In Pavilion.  Mr. Lapreay said he gets a lot of people who rent the pavilion asking 
about grills to use when parties are booked.  He wondered if we should look into putting maybe 
three grills around the pavilion.  We do have them at the Rec Park grove area.  Chairman said he 
had no objection.  They obviously wouldn’t want any grilling between the cars at the drive-in but 
near the pavilion might be okay.  If the committee did not want them used during a drive-in 
movie, they could be covered up.  This will be considered for next spring/summer.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Natelli made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Natelli.  Meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


